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Main Entrance of New High School at Webster 


[he inscription was chosen from a number submitted by pupils 
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Eleven Central Rural School Districts Established 


Eleven central rural school districts have 
been laid out since June 1, 1925, by the Com- 
missioner of Education and have been voted 
by the people under the provisions of the cen- 
tral rural school act amended by the 1925 
Legislature. These districts are at Adams 
Center, Ballston Lake, Crown Point, Dansville, 
Friendship, Highland, McLean, North Rose, 
North Salem, Sherwood and Trumansburg. 

The amendment that vitalized the statute 
provides for a quota of state aid equal to one- 
half the cost of transportation in central rural 
school districts where transportation is neces- 
sary; and also a quota known as a building 
quota, which is equivalent to one-fourth the 
sum expended for the erection, enlargement or 


remodeling of a school building in the district. 
In addition to these quotas, the central rural 
school district is entitled to all the quotas to 
which the separate districts united in the 
formation of the central district were entitled. 

The purpose of the law is to encourage the 
people to organize their schools on a sound 
financial basis and thus to provide for the boys 
and girls of the rural districts as adequate 
school facilities as children reared in the city 
receive. 

The act provides that the Commissioner of 
Education may lay out a central rural school 
district in any territory of the State, exclusive 
of cities. After such a district has been laid 
out and the Commissioner's order has been filed 
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with the town clerk, any fifteen taxable inhabi- 


tants of the district may petition the town 


clerk to call a meeting of the district, as laid 
out, for the purpose of voting on the question 


ot establishing the central rural school district. 
Ii the 


thus established. 


vote results favorably, the district is 


A good example of central rural school dis- 


tricts is the one established with Friendship, 


Allegany county, as the center. It is located 
in the southern part of the State and embraces 
a typically rural section 


The territory included in the district em- 
braces that which was formerly in Union Free 
School District 1 of the town of Friendship, 
Districts 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8 
School 


Cuba and Common 


Common School 


of the town of Friendship, Common 


district 7 of the town of 
School District 6 of the town of Wirt. 
The total valuation of the central rural school 


district is $1,637,646 





One of the Busses U's 1 / Transport Pupils 


Several of these districts had contracted with 
Friendship school prior to the establishment of 
the central district. This act made it possible 
to do that which was fundamentally desirable, 
their 
namely, to become a part of the enlarged dis- 


as indicated by contractual relations, 


tricts. They thus have a voice in the control 
of the schools which their children attend. 

In the Friendship school there are eight ele- 
mentary grades and four years of high school. 
teachers, six academic teachers 


Seven grade 


and three special teachers, namely of home- 


making, physical education, and music and 
drawing, are employed. A school health teacher 
In the 


school there are approximately 300 grade pupils 


is also employed for one-fourth time. 


and 100 high school pupils 
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Although it is permitted by the law and by 


the regulations of the Department to conduct 


branch schools in central rural school districts, 


residents of the Friendship central district 


ir children to the central 


transport the 


pre fer te 





different routes 
The total cost of 


contracts for the 


Eight 


school. transportation 


have been laid out trans- 


portation under the year 


1925-26 is $4795, one-half of which the State 


will pay The contracts require comfortable 


and adequate conveyances to protect the chil- 
dren from the rain, snow, wind and storm, and 
also to keep them warm 

from the Friendship 


Some of the distances 


school to the school buildings in the outlying 
districts are as follows: District 3, Friendship 
2 District 4, 
District 7, Friendship 3.1 
Wirt 4.5 miles. 

One who has any doubt about the advantages 


Friendship 3.4 miles; 
District 6, 


7 miles; 
miles ; 





This Building Has Also Been Closed 


of the present arrangements as compared with 


the former system need only to consult the 


parents of children to know their satisfaction 
central rural 


with the establishment of the 


school district 
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Department Publishes Survey of Education of Cripples 


There are nine cities in New York State in 
which an effort is being made to provide the 
advantages of education for crippled children, 
according to a study undertaken by the State 
Department of Education and reported in a 
bulletin recently published. This is believed to 
be the only summary that has been prepared 
covering facilities that have been made avail- 
able for the education of crippled children 
through the public school organization through- 
out the State. The survey was made by 
Dr J. S. Orleans of the Educational Measure- 
ments Bureau of the Department. 

The nine cities in which the work is being 
carried on are Canandaigua, Elmira, Ithaca, 
Syracuse, Binghamton, Buffalo, New York, 
Rochester and Utica. In the first four, the 
educational work is not carried on by the city 
department of education, but is conducted pri- 
marily by private agencies and is extended to 
crippled children from all parts of the State. 
The teachers in these cities, however, are pro- 
vided by the local boards of education, and the 
educational activities are under the supervision 
of the local boards of education. 

In the last five cities named, the boards of 
education have undertaken to provide the same 
schooling for crippled children that other chil- 
dren receive. For this purpose they have 
organized special classes or schools or provide 
tutors for children that can not leave their 


homes. Private agencies also assist the edu- 
cational authorities in all but one of these five 
cities. 

The study shows that there are six types of 
school work with crippled children. These are: 

1 Special classes for crippled children in pub- 
lic elementary schools 

2 Classes for crippled children in public ele- 
mentary schools that house only crippled chil- 
dren 

3 Individual instruction in the homes of 
home-bound crippled children 

4 Hospital classes 

5 Convalescent homes 

6 Summer camps 

Other recent publications of the Department 
are: 

Instructional School Costs in Cities and Vil- 
lages of New York State; by Assistant Com- 
missioner George M. Wiley 

Buying List of Books for Small Libraries; 
compiled by Mildred H. Pope 

The First Three Hundred Books for the 
Children’s Library; compiled by Clara White- 
hill Hunt 

List of Books Suggested for First Purchase 
for Secondary School Libraries; compiled by 
the Library Extension Division 

Course of Study and Syllabus for the Guid- 
ance of Nurse Training Schools; revised 





Malone and Saranac Lake Skaters Win State Meet 


Section 4 represented by boys from Malone 
and Saranac Lake won the third annual state 
skating championship in the meet held at Sara- 
toga Springs on February 6th. The boys from 
Saranac Lake High School won 21 of the 28 
points earned by the section. 

Points won by other schools follow: Lake 
Placid High School, 11; Plattsburg High 
School, 8; Malone High School, 7; Union- 
Endicott High School, 6; West High School, 
Rochester, 1. 

Six sections were represented in the meet, 
two of which failed to score any points. The 
Union-Endicott High School relay team rep- 
resenting section 5 carried off the honors in 
that event and for the first time took the cup 


from the representatives of the northern New 
York schools. 

Two records were broken. Hugh Farrell of 
Lake Placid established a new record, 3 minutes, 
11 seconds, for the one-mile race. The three- 
quarter-mile record was lowered to 2 minutes, 
15 seconds, by Farrell and Van Nortwick of 
Saranac Lake. 

The date for the final championship next year 
was set for February 12th and Malone was 
given the honor of entertaining the skaters. 
Principal Heth Coons of Lake Placid was re- 
elected chairman of the conmuuittcc and Super- 
intendent Charles Mosher of Saratoga Springs 
was reelected secretary. 
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Superintendent Makes Survey of School Building Costs 


As a part of the educational survey to 
acquaint the public of Oneida with the neces- 
sity of building a new high school building to 
relieve congestion, Superintendent of Schools 
H. Claude Hardy made a financial survey of 
thirty-nine cities and villages in the State that 
have appropriated funds during the past 2 years 
for new school buildings. 

Mr Hardy sent out a questionnaire asking for 
the following information: the population of 
the village or city; the total amount recently 
appropriated for school buildings; the total 
bonded indebtedness (1) for all purposes, (2) 
for schools only; the present assessed valua- 
tion; the per cent of true valuation; the present 
total tax rate; the present school tax rate. 

His study showed that $13,520,241, or an 
average of about $347,000 for each community, 
has been appropriated in these thirty-nine 
places. As the total population of the com- 
munities erecting new buildings is about 409,000, 
the investment represented is a per capita ex- 
penditure of about $33. 

The city of North Tonawanda heads the list 
with appropriations totaling $800,000, or a per 
capita expenditure of $43.22. Hornell is next 
with a school building program of $700,000, or 
a per capita expenditure for new buildings of 
$44.52. Oneida has not built any new school 
buildings since 1914. 

North Tonawanda has a total bonded in- 
debtedness for all purposes of $2,126,500 and 


Olean is next with debts totaling $1,853,000, 
the per capita debt being $115 and $88 respec- 
tively. The average per capita debt for all 
the cities and villages reporting figures with 
respect to total bonded indebtedness for all pur- 
poses is approximately $81. Oneida’s per 
capita debt for all purposes is $31.94. These 
figures do not include bonded indebtedness for 
water supply. Oneida’s total bonded indebted- 
ness for all purposes, exclusive of water bonds, 
is $351,436. 

The grand total of bonded indebtedness for 
schools only for all cities and villages included 
in this study is $18,376,000, or a per capita 
debt for schools only of approximately $44.90. 

The assessed valuation for all the cities and 
villages studied is reported to be approximately 
$323,400,000, or a per capita property wealth 
of approximately $919. The total true valua- 
tion, if taxable property were assessed at full 
value, would be at least $468,000,000, or $1329 
per capita, according to Superintendent Hardy. 

The average total tax rate is $39.71 per thou- 
sand of assessed valuation. At full value, he 
pointed out, the average tax rate would be 
$26.89. Oneida’s present total tax rate is 
$47.82. The city’s total tax rate on a 100 per 
cent basis would be $23.91. The average 
present school tax rate of all the towns and 
cities surveyed, including Oneida, is $20.18 per 
thousand of assessed valuation. 


Extracurricular Activities Placed on Budget in Saratoga 


A solution of the problem of financing extra- 
curricular activities has been worked out in the 
Saratoga Springs High School. Prior to Sep- 
tember 1924 each activity conducted its own 
struggle for existence, and “drives,” tag days, 
food sales etc. did not relieve the situation, the 
burden always falling on a few pupils. 

At the beginning of the school year 1924-25, 
a new plan was put in operation after the 
pupils had voted unanimously for the continu- 
ance of the school activities. 

The plan has the following features: (1) 
Each pupil pays 5 cents a week for the 40 
weeks of the school year. (2) Two cents of 
each payment go for athletics, and one cent goes 
to the school paper, one cent for class funds, 


and one cent for the general fund. (3) Pay- 
ment of the dues entitles pupils to receive the 
school paper and to attend all home games ex- 
cept basketball where a charge of not more than 
10 cents a game is permitted because of the 
limited seating capacity of the hall. (4) The 
general fund is used to finance the activities of 
clubs not otherwise provided for. (5) The 
money is collected each week by home room 
representatives of the student council. 

School Sfficials report that the system is suc- 
cessful and popular. Practically all the pupils 
are members. Teachers report a better school 
spirit, improved attitude of pupils toward their 
work and better discipline than formerly. 
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Old Newspaper Tells Story of State’s First School System 


An item of school history relating to the first 
attempt to establish a system of common 
schools in the State based on the law of 1795 
was brought to light by Joseph Gavit of the 
New York State Library in the course of a 
careful examination of the Albany Gazette of 
1796. 

The state law of 1795 appropriated 20,000 
pounds “for the encouragement of schools.” 
Although the result of the law in Westchester 
county is set forth by R. F. Seybolt in one of 
the series of source leaflets prepared by the 
Archives and History Division and published 
in 1919 by the State Department of Education, 
there appears to be no mention in any history 
of Albany of the fact that a school did really 
result in Albany and continue through at least 
a large part of the five-year period for which 
the initial appropriation was made. Albany 
county’s share of the appropriation was £1590. 

The notices and advertisements found by 
Mr Gavit, who supplied the information on 
which this article is based, are interesting his- 
torically as a means of studying the operation of 
the system of statewide education provided for 
by the law of 1795. 

The first mention is in the form of an ad- 
vertisement in the issue of May 20, 1796. It 
reads as foliows: 


ALBANY CITY SCHOOL 


Whereas the Mayor, Aldermen & Common- 
alty of the city of Albany in common council 
convened, did, by a law, passed May 17th. 1796, 
institute a SCHOOL, to be called “ Albany 
City School,” in which the children of the in- 
habitants shall be instructed in the English 
Language, English Grammar, Arithmetic, Ma- 
thematics, and such other branches of knowl- 
edge, as are most useful & necessary to com- 
plete a good English Education; & for carrying 
that purpose into effect, did appoint Thomas 
Ellison, John B. Johnson & Wm M’Clelland, 
Trustees. 

The Trustees, so appointed, do hereby give 
notice, that they will, on Tuesday, the Sth. day 
of July next, at ten o’clock A. M., and in the 
city hall, appoint a Schoolmaster, who shall 
receive a salary of THREE HUNDRED dol- 
lars per annum, & a Schoolmistress, who shall 
receive a salary of Two hundred dollars per 
annum, for discharging the duties of their re- 
spective offices, in such building as the Trustees 
shall provide. 

And, as in such appointment, respect will 
be had only to the testimonials of the good 
moral character, and to the qualification of 
those who make application, they must attend 


in person, at such time and place, and previously 
send their testimonials, post paid, to the 
Secretary. 
By order of the board of Trustees of 
Albany City School 
JAMES DONALDSON, Secretary. 


Albany, May 19., 1796 
Directly under which follows: 


ALBANY CITY SCHOOL 
__ Wanted, a House, in some convenient, and 
if to be had, central, situation, in this city, with 
accommodations for two Schools. 

Apply to James Donaldson, No. 10, State 
street. May 19. 

The foregoing advertisements, the curriculum 
requirements in which are a quotation from the 
law, appeared weekly thereafter through June 
20th, that on the latter date showing, however, 
a “change of heart,” in that the salary offered 
the schoolmaster was increased to $400 a year, 
and that of the schoolmistress to $250 a year. 

In the “local” column on July 8, 1896, 
notice was given of the opening of the school 
on July 11th, the terms of tuition to be “ One 
Half Dollar per Quarter, to be paid in ad- 
vance.” 

There seems to have been some difficulty in 
finding a woman who would become Albany’s 
first public schoolmistress, since an advertise- 
ment, for a “female teacher of a school, for 
the education of girls in the English language 
and Grammar, Writing, Arithmetic and plain 
Sewing” appeared from July 25th to August 
26th. 

The advertisement apparently had the desired 
result for on September 30th, the Gazette re- 
ported as follows: 

With the highest pleasure we announce, the 
flourishing situation of the City School, which 
offers to all the benefit of useful instruction, at 
a cheap rate, according to their several ability. 
The school, at present, consists of seventy 
scholars, and is under the conduct of Mr Seth 
Y. Wells, and Mrs Martha Wilson, who are 
approved competent to the office. — On an ex- 
amination held by the Trustees, on Monday and 
Tuesday last, the scholars acquitted themselves 
in a manner highly satisfactory, much to the 
credit of their teachers and of themselves. 
The economy of the school is precise, as a 
fegulr daily account is kept, of the attend- 
ance, behavior and improvement of the scholars. 
A third teacher will be immediately engaged, 
as it is expected that numerous applications for 
admission will be made on Monday next. 
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On September 22d the trustees had an- 
nounced through their secretary that an amend- 
ment to the city law had authorized the ad- 
‘cheap rate” mentioned above, which 


‘ 


justable 
was to be “not less than 4s. nor more than 20s 
per quarter, in advance,” with proper penalties 
for coming without it. 

The manuscript minutes of the common coun- 
cil show during that and at least 2 succeeding 
years that the chamberlain was directed to pay 
sums of money to the trustees of the city school ; 
but the minutes have not been fully examined. 
According to Randall's Digest of the Common 
School System of the State of New York, pub- 
lished in 1844, Mr Comstock of Saratoga intro- 
duced in the Assembly on March 25, 1800, a 
resolution calling for a revision of the act of 
April 9, 1795, and for an annual appropriation 
of $50,000 annually for a period of 5 years 
for the encouragement of the schools. The re- 
sulting clause in the annual supply bill, how- 
ever, was struck out in the Senate, and the 
Assembly with some hesitation concurred on 
the last day but one of the session. So ended 
New York State’s first experiment in public 
education, and consequently, Albany City 
School. 


————— 


Hamburg School District 
Is Placed under Superintendent 


As the result of an enumeration of the in- 
habitants of Union Free School District 1 of 
the town of Hamburg, Erie county, including 
the village of Hamburg, the Department has 
recognized that district as a superintendency 
district, effective January 23d. Glenn C. 
Harris, principal of the Hamburg High School, 
is superintendent of schools. 








0 


New York Educators 
To Speak at Ohio Meeting 
Several New York State men are on the pro- 
gram for the sixth annual educational confer- 
ence of Ohio State University to be held at 
Columbus on April 8th, 9th and 10th. They 
are: Dr William C. Bagley, Teachers College, 
Columbia University; Claude Bragdon, archi- 
tect of Rochester; Dr Herbert S. Weet, super- 
intendent of schools in Rochester; P. W. 
Dykema, Columbia University. The keynote 
of the conference is “ Training for Teaching.” 
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Radio Pageant Will Depict 
Events of 150 Years Ago 
“The Spirit of ’76” is the title of a radio 
pageant to be broadcast from radio station 
WHAZ of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
at Troy on Monday evening, February 22d, at 
9 o'clock. The pageant was written by Walter 
S. Clark, superintendent of schools in Rens- 
selaer, and will be presented by pupils of the 
Rensselaer High School and members of Fort 
Crailo post of the American Legion 
This is the second pageant written by Super- 
intendent Clark to be presented in connection 
with the 150th anniversary of the events of the 
Revolutionary War The first pageant “ The 
Minuteman,” was broadcast last April 
An outline of the pageant to be broadcast on 
February 22d follows: 
Yankee Doodle 
Prologue 
Part 1 In the valley 
Scene 1 The Tories 
Johnson Hall at 11.45 p. m. December 
31, 1775 
Scene 2 The Whigs At the Schuyler 
mansion at Albany, April 3, 1776 


The banquet room at 


Scene 3 The Tories. On the trail to 
Canada 
Part 2 In Philadelphia. The second Con- 
tinental Congress 
Scene 1 In Independence Hall, July 2, 1776 
Scene 2 In Independence Hall 2 days later 
Part 3 In New York. The patriot spy 
Scene 1 Washington’s headquarters at Mur- 
ray Hill, September 9, 1776 
Scene 2 Captain Hale’s quarters at Murray 
Hill, September 10, 1776 
Scene 3 Washington's headquarters 2 hours 
later 
Scene 4 Howe's headquarters at Mount 
Pleasant, September 21, 1776 
Scene 5 The guard house and place of 
execution, September 22, 1776 
Part 4 In Trenton. The Christmas party 
Scene 1 Washington’s headquarters at 
Newton, December 22, 1776 
Scene 2 The living room and kitchen 
the Hunt house, December 26, 1776 


yf 


Scene 3 The capture of the Hessians, De- 
cember 26, 1776 
Part 5 In Philadelphia. 

Scene 1 The arrival of the messenger 
Scene 2 On the steps of Independence Hall, 
December 26, 1776 


A day of rejoicing 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Department of Education 


Cuarces F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918, 


FEBRUARY 15, 1926 


Arbor Day 


This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of 
the national movement for conserving forests. 
It is fitting that attention should be directed to 
this anniversary on Arbor Day and that special 
emphasis be placed this year on conservation 


and reforestation. 

Special attention is directed to the observance 
of Arbor Day this year along the lines of 
planting school forests. A proclamation ask- 
ing for serious consideration for this movement 
and setting the dates for the Arbor Day ob- 
servance will be issued later by the Commis- 
sioner of Education. In the meantime school 
officials may make plans for the planting of 
forests. Information will be furnished by the 
State Conservation Commission which supplies 
trees for such planting without charge. 


—__90——_ 


Cardinal Mercier 

The death on January 23d of Cardinal 
Mercier, Belgium’s hero prelate and one of the 
most beloved and revered figures in the world, 
has removed one of the little company of dis- 
tinguished men on whom The University of 
the State of New York has conferred the 
degree of doctor of laws. 

At the news of his passing, all nations and 
all creeds paid tribute to the Christian leader 
whose courageous defiance of the invading 
Germans in 1914 evoked worldwide admiration, 
and whose scholarly attainments, high char- 
acter and greatness of soul became more fully 
realized as he continued to gain in public 
esteem in the years following the war. 

Cardinal Mercier received the degree of 
doctor of laws in September 1919. In confer- 


ring the degree Dr John H. Finley, then Com- 
missioner of Education, said: 

Today we grant this degree to Your Emi- 
nence as a doctor of those laws that lie deep 
in the hearts of mankind, laws that were men- 
tioned by the prophet Micah, commanding men 
to “do justly and to love mercy.” We confer 
this honor of the State upon Your Eminence 
as the world’s highest exemplar of those laws 
of justice and mercy through which the race 
resists injustice, overcomes savagery and rises 
toward God in human brotherhood. 


Library School Summer Course 

The New York State Library School and the 
Library Extension Division of the State De- 
partment of Education will conduct jointly a 
course for high school librarians and teachers 
whose time is partly devoted to the care or 
management of school libraries, from July 6th 
to August 14th. This course will satisfy re- 
quirements for the one-year school librarians’ 
certificate in New York State. This certificate 
entitles the holder to serve in any school with 
academic enrolment not exceeding 300. Gradu- 
ates will be eligible for the three years’ certifi- 
cate after two years of school library experi- 
ence. 

Preference will be given applicants not over 
40 years of age who have had either two years 
of college work or are normal school graduates. 
Only those applicants will be admitted who are 
definitely appointed to a school library position. 

Lectures and practice work will be given in 
library administration and technic, covering 
simple methods of cataloging, classification, 
shelflisting, accessioning and loan work. 
Special emphasis will be given to book selection 
for children, reference work and teaching the 
use of the school library to the pupils. 

Nell Unger, Supervisor of School Libraries, 
will be in charge. She will be assisted by 
Marjorie Beal of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion, several visiting librarians and members of 
the Department staff. 

There is no charge for tuition to residents 
of this State, but students from other states 
pay $20 for the course. Rooms and board cost 
from $11 to $15 a week. Textbooks cost from 
$10 to $15. 

Further inquiries and requests for applica- 
tion blanks for admission should be addressed 
to the Vice Director, New York State Library 
School, Albany, N. Y. Applications should be 
filed not later than June 20th. Regular instruc- 
tion will begin at 2.30 o’clock on July 6th. 
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Commissioner Condemns Promotion of Sheehan 


Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
has sustained an appeal by four members of the 
board of examiners of New York 
from the findings of a committee of the New 
York City board of education condemning them 
conduct of ex- 


the city of 


for grave irregularity in the 
aminations of applicants for teachers’ 


and decisions made in such 


licenses 


and in regulations 
James C. 


cases. The four examiners are 
Byrnes, W. A. Hannig, Walter L. Hervey and 
George A. Smith. Mr Byrnes died just prior 


to the announcement of the decision. He had 
been a member of the board of examiners for 
33 years. 


Frequent reference is made in the decision 
of the Commissioner to Dr Joseph M. Sheehan, 
former chairman of the board of examiners, 


who was appointed to the position of associate 
superintendent of schools in the face of severe 
censure by the president of the New York City 
board of education acting as a committee of 
one investigating the board of examiners. The 
promotion was made after the board of educa- 
tion had asked the Commissioner of Education 
for advice as to what should be done with the 
report of its committee. The board of educa- 
tion is severely condemned by the Commissioner 
in thus promoting Examiner Sheehan before the 
Commissioner had had an opportunity to con- 
sider the report. In sustaining the appeal of 
the four other examiners Commissioner Graves 
does not pass upon the charges against Doctor 
Sheehan since the latter did not file a formal 
appeal. 

The findings 
taken followed an 
President George J. 
City board of education. 
declared that an examination of 
taken before President Ryan as well as at an 
inquiry conducted by the Commissioner had 
convinced him that the facts did not bear out 
examiners. 


which the appeal was 
investigation conducted by 
Ryan of the New York 
Commissioner Graves 
the evidence 


from 


the charges against the four 

President Ryan had reported that “ Exam- 
iners Byrnes, Hannig, Hervey and Smith were 
guilty of irregularities. Undoubted guile was 
used by them in securing favorable action on 
certain cases” He also charged that Exam- 
iner Sheehan “was guilty of the same irregu- 
larities that characterized the conduct of the 
four examiners previously named.” 


Commissioner Graves in sustaining the appeal 


from these findings says 

The conduct of the board of education in thus 
advancing Examiner Sheehan to the position of 
associate superintendent justifies, in my opinion, 
severe condemnation. The president of the 
board had found him guilty of misconduct as an 
examier. The evidence upon which his find- 
ing of misconduct was based was before the 
board at the time of the promotion The 
board had, by a resolution, prior to the time 
when the promotion was made, asked the Com- 
missioner of Education for his advice as to 


what should be done with the report of its 
committee and the conclusions reached and 
recommendations made by him. The board of 


education in promoting Examiner Sheehan as 
it did, before the Commissioner of Education 
had had an opportunity to consider or act upon 
the report which had been submitted to him 
pursuant to the board’s resolution, indicated an 


intent to ignore or belittle the result of Presi- 
dent Ryan’s investigation Its action in so 
doing constituted a reprehensible affront not 


only to its president but also to the Commis- 
sioner of Education, who had been asked to 
pass upon the question as to the conclusions 
reached by President Ryan relative to the con- 
duct of the members of the Board of 
Examiners. 

The action of the board in promoting Exam- 
iner Sheehan notwithstanding the severe con- 
demnation of his official conduct as an examiner 
by its president, acting as a duly authorized 
committee of the board, must be construed as 
a reversal of the findings of its committee as 
to Examiner Sheehan's official conduct. It 
must be held that the board thus determined 
that there was not evidence of his misconduct 
presented upon the investigation sufficient to 
justify its president’s conclusion. An examina- 
tion of the record will disclose that, to say the 
least, there was much evidence adduced upon 
the investigation in support of the condemnation 
of Examiner Sheehan as there was of the con- 
demnation of Examiners Byrnes, Hannig, 
Hervey and Smith. I would not be justified 
in sustaining such condemnation, after the board 
of education had concluded that notwithstand- 
ing its committee’s findings as to the conduct 
of Examiner Sheehan it had found him worthy 
of promotion to a more important position 

It being determined upon this appeal that the 
conclusions as stated in the report of the com- 
mittee relative to the conduct of the petitioners, 
Byrnes, Hannig, Hervey and Smith, are not 
justified by the evidence upon the investigation 
and the facts presented by the petitioners, the 
appeal must be sustained. 


—o—— 


propriation of $45,000 for a new school 
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Educational Bills Introduced in Legislature 


Bills of general educational interest intro- 
duced in the Legislature include the following 
briefly summarized by the Law Division of the 
Department : 

Senate Bill Print No. 16 proposes to amend 
section 24 of chapter 27 of the general con- 
struction law. The amendment seeks to make 
November 11th, known as Armistice Day, a 
legal holiday. Referred to committee on gen- 
eral laws. 

Senate Bill Print No. 23 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 110 authorize the board of managers 
of the Potsdam State Normal and Training 
School to purchase the property and equipment 
of the Crane Normal Institute, which is ad- 
jacent to the State Normal School property at 
Potsdam. Referred to committee on finance 
of Senate and ways and means committee of 
Assembly. 

Senate Bill Print No. 44 proposes to amend 
section 311 of the Education Law in relation to 
kindergartens. The bill provides that upon the 
petition of the parents or guardians of not less 
than twenty-five children between the ages of 
4 and 6 years residing within a city or union 
free school district having a population of 4500 
or more, who certify that such children will 
attend such kindergarten, the board of educa- 
tion shall establish and maintain such kinder- 
garten in any elementary school having a first 
grade. The bill further provides that if the 
attendance for two succeeding months drops 
below fifteen, the class may be discontinued by 
the board of education for the remainder of the 
year. Referred to committee on public educa- 
tion. 

Senate Bill Print No. 165 proposes to amend 
the Education Law by inserting a new article 
prohibiting discrimination based on sex in the 
employment of teachers in any school, college 
university or other educational institution in 
this State, which is supported in whole or in 
part by public funds. This provision would 
apply with reference to appointment, assign- 
ment, compensation, promotion, transfer, resig- 
nation, dismissal and all other matters per- 
taining to the employment of teachers. Schools, 
colleges or universities which are open only to 
members of one sex are exempt from the pro- 


visions of this bill. Referred to committee on 


public education. 


Senate Bill Print No. 97, Reprint No. 209 and 
Assembly Bill Print No. 
the public health law in relation to the practice 
of all systems, methods, or sciences constructed, 
formulated, or developed for the treatment of 
disease, abnormality, injury or deformity of 
except the practice of medicine, 
Referred to 


438 propose to amend 


human beings 
osteopathy and Christian Science. 
committees on public health. 
Senate Bill Print No. 385 proposes to allow 
attendance of teachers at meetings of the New 
York State Teachers Association to be counted 
as days upon which schcol was actually taught. 
Referred to committee on public education. 


Senate Bill Print No. 386 proposes the estab- 
lishment of three normal school scholarships 
for each Assembly district in the State. Each 
normal school scholarship would entitle the 
holder to the sum of $100 for each year’s at- 
tendance at a state normal school or city teach- 
ers training school maintaining a_ three-year 
approved course. It authorizes the Board of 
Regents to make rules governing the awarding 
of these scholarships. Referred to committee 
on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No 
the Education Law by extending the tenure of 
office of teachers in union free and common 
school districts of the State. Referred to com- 


mittee on public education. 


387 proposes to amend 


Senate Bill Print No. 395 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 424 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to the apportionment of public 
school moneys for nonresident academic pupils. 
The State now pays $50 a year for instruction 
of each nonresident academic pupil. This bill 
would raise that amount to $100 a year for 36 
weeks of instruction. Referred to committees 
on public education. 


Senate Bill Print No. 404 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1 189 propose to amend the Education 
Law to permit a union free school district to 
submit the proposition as to whether or not 
the school district shall be subdivided into elec- 
tion districts for school election purposes at a 
This can be done now only 


special meeting. 
Referred to commit- 


at the annual meeting. 
tees on public education. 


Senate Bill Print No. 418 proposes to amend 
the Education Law relative to the apportion- 
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ment of teachers’ quotas for teachers employed 
in each of the institutions in the State for the 
deaf, dumb, blind, crippled or otherwise physi- 
cally defective children, except the New York 
State School for the Blind at Batavia. Re- 
ferred to committee on public education. 


Senate Bill Print No. 419 proposes to amend 
sections 571 and 57l-a of the Education Law 
relating to medical inspection and school health 
service in the public schools. The primary 
purpose of this bill is to correct defects in the 
existing law so that the health work of the 
public schools may be more effective. Referred 
to committee on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 420 proposes to amend 
the Education Law in relation to the schedule 
of salaries of principals of the state normal 
f this bill is to raise 


schools. The purpose « 
the maximum salary for a normal school prin- 
cipal from $6000 to $6500 a year. Referred to 
committee on public education. 


Senate Bill Print No. 431 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 650 propose to amend the county law 
in relation to the payment of certain expenses 
of district superintendents of schools. The law 
at present permits the board of supervisors to 
provide for the payment of properly itemized 
and verified bills of district superintendents of 
schools for the expense of necessary printing, 
office supplies and clerical assistance. This bill 
proposes to include office furniture, telephone 
service and office equipment. Action under 
this section is permissive and not mandatory on 
the board of supervisors. Referred to com- 
mittee on internal affairs. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 117 proposes to 
amend subdivision (¢) of section 601 of the 
Education Law in relation to minors attending 
an evening high school or business school. It 
seeks to relieve a minor under the age of 18 
years who attends an evening high school or 
business school which is duly licensed and 
recognized by the State Department of Educa- 
tion from attendance upon part-time or con- 
tinuation school or class. Referred to com- 
mittee on public education. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 132 proposes to 
amend the public health law in relation to the 
qualifications of licensees to practise medicine. 
Referred to committee on public health. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 151 proposes to 
amend the public health law in relation to the 


— 
st 
mn 


practice of chiropractic. Referred to com- 


mittee on public health. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 177 proposes to 
amend article 20-B of the Education Law in 
relation to the supervision of the education of 
children with retarded mental development. It 
proposes to add a new section known as section 
579-b to the Education Law authorizing the em- 
ployment of a county supervisor to supervise 
children with retarded mental development 
In counties within the City of New York the 
board of estimate and apportionment may de- 
termine the number of such supervisors. The 
salaries of such supervisors shall be a joint 
charge against the cities, union free school dis- 
tricts and school districts within the county. 
The State is authorized to apportion a quota 
equal to one-half the salary on account of the 
employment of such supervisor. The salary of 
such supervisor is to be determined by the legis- 
lative authority of the county. No person may 
be a supervisor unless he is a licensed physician 
with at least 5 years’ experience in the treat- 
ment of mental disorders and diseases. Re- 
ferred to committee on public education. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 188 proposes to 
amend the Education Law in relation to voting 
at school elections in certain cities. Referred 
to committee on education. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 190 proposes to 
direct the Commissioner of Education to cause 
to be placed in an appropriate place upon the 
walls of each schoolhouse in the State a bronze 
tablet upon which shall be inscribed the address 
of Abraham Lincoln delivered at Gettysburg, 
and makes an appropriation of $1,200,000 for 
the purpose. Referred to committee on ways 
and means. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 205 proposes to 
amend the Education Law in relation to the 
establishment of a free textbook commission, 
making an appropriation of $5,000,000 for the 
purpose of this bill. Referred to ways and 
means committee. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 305 proposes to 
amend the Education Law by reducing the age 
of pupils required to attend part-time or con- 
tinuation schools or classes from 18 to 16 years. 
Referred to committee on public education. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 340 proposes to 
amend the charter of Greater New York in re- 
lation to the establishment of the University of 
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Brooklyn. Referred to committee on affairs 
of cities. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 345 proposes to 
amend subdivision e of section 601 of the Edu- 
cation Law. It is intended to exempt a minor 
under the age of 18 years who is regularly and 
lawfully employed in some occupation or ser- 
vice from attendance upon part-time or con- 
tinuation school or class in the city or district 
in which such minor is employed, provided such 
minor shall regularly attend and pursue his 
studies for not less than 6 hours each week for 
a period not less than 16 weeks in a secondary 
course of instruction approved by the Regents 
maintained in the evening schools of such city 
or district or other evening schools offering an 
equivalent course of instruction. Referred to 
committee on public education. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 375 proposes to 
amend the civil service law in relation to the 
retirement of officers and employees in the 
state civil service. It provides for reducing 
the age at which a person in the state civil 
service pension fund may retire on service from 
60 to 55 years provided he has completed 30 
years of service. It also provides for a re- 
arrangement of the method of computing an- 
nuities, made necessary by the changing of the 
age at which a member may retire. Referred 
to committee on judiciary. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 411 proposes to 
amend the military law in relation to the use 
of armories as playgrounds for children. It 
proposes to make possible the use of armories 
in cities as playgrounds for children between 
the hours of 9 a. m. and 6 p. m. on week days, 
such use to be under rules and regulations pre- 
the commanding general of the 


scribed by 
Referred to committee on 


national guard. 
military affairs. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 418 proposes to 
amend the public health law in relation to the 
practice of chiropody and podiatry. Referred 
to committee on public health. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 439 proposes to 
add a new subdivision to section 493 of the 
Education Law authorizing common school dis- 
tricts to contract with city or union free school 
districts for all the seventh and eighth grade 
pupils and in the event that such contract is 
approved by the Commissioner of Education 
the school receiving the seventh and eighth 
grade pupils under the provisions of this bill 
would receive $50 a year from state funds as 
tuition for each nonresident seventh and eighth 
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grade pupil. The bill requires the district in 
which the pupils live to provide adequate trans- 
portation for the pupils. It also authorizes the 
Commissioner of Education to apportion a 
transportation quota to the district on account 
of providing transportation for its seventh and 
eighth grade pupils. 

The effect of this bill would be to remove 
the seventh and eighth grades from many of 
the rural schools and provide for their instruc- 
tion at state expense in graded school in ad- 
joining or nearby centers. Referred to com- 
mittee on ways and means. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 449 proposes to 
amend subdivision e of section 601 of the Edu- 
cation Law in relation to the attendance of 
minors at evening schools. The bill proposes 
to exempt minors under the age of 18 years 
from attendance upon continuation school or 
class if such minors attend an evening high 
school. Referred to committee on public edu- 
cation. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 500 proposes that 
the board of education of each city in the State 
shall furnish without charge eye glasses to such 
pupils of a public school who shall require 
them and are unable to pay for them, after such 
pupils have been examined by a school medical 
inspector or a duly licensed physician or op- 
tometrist. Referred to committee on public 
education. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 592 proposes to 
repeal sections 128 and 129 of the Education 
Law relating to the consolidation of school 
districts. 

Section 128 authorizes the district superin- 
tendent of schools with the consent of the trus- 
tees of the districts affected to dissolve one or 
more common school districts and to annex the 
territory thereof to other districts. This sec- 
tion also, under certain conditions, with the 
consent of the board of education, permits the 
district superintendent to dissolve a union free 
school district and annex the dissolved district 
to another union free school district. 


Section 129 permits a district superintendent 
of schools to dissolve one or more districts and 
from such territory form a new district, or 
unite the territory or portions thereof to any 
adjoining existing school district, except a union 
free school district whose boundaries are co- 
terminous with the boundaries of an incorpo- 
rated village or city. Referred to committee 
on public education. 




















BULLETIN TO THE 


— 
u 
~ 


SCHOOLS 


Local History of New York State 
Fortifying New York City 








Charles Lee 


On February 4, 1776, Major General Charles 
Lee with seven hundred Connecticut 
troops ‘arrived in New York City. Here, as 
he complained, his “ hands were completely tied 
up” by an action of the Continental Congress, 
“putting every detachment of the Continental 
forces under the command of the Provincial 
Congress.” At the same time Sir Henry Clin- 
ton entered the harbor with two companies of 
infantry, on a visit to Governor Tryon, he said. 
Tryon’s home since October 13th had been a 
British warship. 

Lee’s design for securing the city embraced 
the erection of batteries near Hellgate on both 
sides of the water and preparation of a forti- 
fied camp for 3000 men on Long Island. In 
addition, appeal was made to Congress to fur- 
nish a battalion that could be trained in the 
construction of field works and the method of 
fortifying camps. Benjamin Franklin, writing 
to Lee from Philadelphia, advocated the use of 
pikes and likewise bows and arrows for in- 
fantry, expatiating with ingenuity and learning 
on the superiority of the bow to the musket. 
Another letter writer, in Doctor Franklin’s 
confidence, unfolded a scheme for capturing the 
British men-of-war at low water by boarding 
after the way had been opened by grapeshot or 
combustibles. Barricades within and earth- 
works without changed the aspect of the town, 


about 


and batteries planted in advantageous spots dis- 
figured more than one eminence drafted for the 
first time into the service of liberty. General 
Lee exhibited in his theatrical way much energy, 
and when at the end of 2 months he turned the 
command over to General Israel Putnam, New 
Yorkers saw something like a state of war in 
their community. 

General Lee did not look patiently on the 
semimilitary conditions existing in New York 
City when he came on the scene. He desired 
to cut off the trading with the enemy which 
the Provincial Congress though it wise to in- 
dulge. The enemy ships were obtaining pro- 
visions from the city by an arrangement with 
the Provincial Congress, and it was pointed out 
to the general that they had it in their power 
to shut out all food from New Yorkers by their 
command of the sea, since the freezing of the 
Hudson river had reduced the supply of the 
city to that which was received from 
When Governor Tryon seized some 


ocean 
vessels. 
of the supplies intended for the people of the 
city, transferring them from incoming sloops 
to the Asia, Phoenix and Duchess of Gordon, 
Lee promptly interrupted the communication be- 
tween the ships and the shore. 

In another way General Lee undertook to 
The defeat of the 
Americans at Quebec had imparted to patriots 
The American 


hurry the pace of events 


caution, to loyalists confidence. 
general resolved to give the loyalists a lesson. 


On intelligence from the east that General 
Howe was preparing to evacuate Boston and 
his transports would soon visit New York 


waters, he protested to the Provincial Congress 
with which disaffected per 
A controversy developed, 


against the lenity 
were treated 
and Lee, nothing daunted, informed the Con- 
gress that he had “ ordered Colonel Ward, as a 
previous measure, to secure the whole body of 
professed tories in Long Island.” With some 
relief the patriot party saw the precipitate son 
of Mars give place to a new commander, who 
certainly did not incur the same sort of censure. 

The supporters of the American cause were 
well convinced that the events of the near 
future would turn on the siege of Boston and 
the campaign in Canada, rather than premature 
New York City was certain 
when the 


sons 


action of theirs. 
to share all the bitterness of 
hour of conflict struck. 


war, 
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Hearing of Pupils Tested 
by Phonograph Audiometer 

Five hundred school children of Poughkeepsie 
have the distinction of being the first of those 
under the supervision of the State Department 
of Education to have their hearing tested by 
means of the new phonograph audiometer being 
worked out at the suggestion of the American 
Federation of Organizations for the Hard of 
Hearing. This was done by a joint arrange- 
ment between Superintendent Ward C. Moon, 
one of his principals, Mr Gunther, Doctor 
Palliser, the school medical inspector, two rep- 
resentatives of the manufacturer, and Dr Emily 
A. Pratt, Eye and Ear Specialist of the Medi- 
cal Inspection Bureau of the Department. 

The state law provides that the hearing of 
every pupil shall be tested once during each 
school year. The voice test as a means of de- 
tecting slight defects in hearing of large groups 
of school children is fast becoming obsolete. 
The watch test, the best at present, is declared 
inadequate. By means of this phonograph 
audiometer 300 children can be tested in a day. 

The phonograph type of audiometer as the 
phonograph which gives 


name implies is a 


directly a speech test. Numbers are picked up 
from an electrically cut phonograph record by 
The electrical 
currents thus generated are sent to a group of 


an electromagnetic reproducer. 


forty telephone receivers which are distributed 
to the children who place them on their ears as 
if listening to the radio. Each headpiece has 
a single receiver so that the test is made on 
first the right ear and then the left ear. The 
numbers which pupils hear decrease in intensity 
until they sink below the threshold of audi- 
bility. Each child is given a prepared blank on 
which to write the numbers which he hears. 
The proportion of these numbers which are 
written correctly gives an indication of the 
hearing. The results are correlated with the 
medical history and the school history. 

By use of this audiometer defective hearing 
can be estimated more «ccurately than with the 
whispered voice or watch or any of the sound 
apparatus heretofore used in the yearly exam- 
ination of the school children. 

The testing of this group brought out more 
than 1 per cent of defective hearing in the 
rough first estimate. 
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Questionnaire for Teachers 
Regarding Health Is Suggested 
A daily questionnaire to be used by teachers 

as a guide to proper health conditions has been 


A. Sherman, As- 
The 


suggested by Dr Florence 
sistant Medical Inspector of 
questionnaire follows: 

1 Will you bear inspection as to personal 


Schoois. 


hygiene ? 
2 Are you practising health habits daily? 
Is the classroom in order? 


w 


Is the ventilation good? 
Are the window boards or screens in use? 
Is the drinking clean? 
porcelain covered? 
Is the water pure and fresh? 

8 Is each child provided with his own cup 
as required by state law? 

9 Is it kept clean for his personal use? 

10 Is there water for washing the hands, 
soap and towels? 

11 Are the toilets clean, ventilated and sup- 
plied with toilet paper ? 

12 Are the and 
chart in the right place and ready for use, 


un 


water container 
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thermometer temperature 
hourly ? 

13 Do pupils file for a drink of water in the 
middle of the morning and afternoon? Do 
you? 

14 Are the 


daily? 


phys:cal exercise drills given 

15 Are they given with windows open? 

16 Are they made snappy and worth some- 
thing ? 

17 Do the children enjoy them? 

18 Do all the children go out at recess? Do 
you? 

19 Do they play actively and seem to enjoy 
it? 
20 Do you play with them or supervise play? 
21 Is a health inspection made daily? 

22 Are the pupils interested ? 
23 Are they improving in personal hygiene ? 
24 Do you begin the day and end it with a 
ealth topic? 


=) 


25 Is a hot dish prepared at noon? 

26 Do the children bring milk with their 
lunch? 

27 Do they bring the right food combina- 
tions ? 


28 Is the luncheon hour supervised ? 


29 Is it made an opportunity for discussing 
good food habits? 
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Commission Will Study 
Efficiency of School Systems 


Elimination of the wastes and increase in 
efficiency in the expenditure of the Nation’s 
$2,000,000,000 annual bill for public school edu- 
cation is to be the keynote of the work of the 
National Effi- 


ciency of the Business Administration of School 
The commission has been appointed 


Commission on Economy and 
Systems. 
by the joint action of Secretary of Commerce 
Hoover, Secretary of the Interior Work and 
Dr Frank W. Ballou, president of the Depart- 
ment of Superintendence of the National Edu- 
cation Association. 

The questions which will be dealt with by 
the commission will have to do with a com- 
parison of present-day methods of school ad- 
ministration with the vogue in 
large industrial and commercial establishments. 


practices in 


By such comparisons the commission hopes to 
point out economies which might be effected 
without any depreciation of the quality of the 
education given. 

The commission Doctor Ballou 
as its permanent president and has accepted the 
invitation of Secretary Work to establish its 
headquarters in the building of the Department 
The other members are: John 


has elected 


of the Interior. 
J. Tigert, Commissioner of the Bureau of Edu- 
cation; Dr Thomas E. Finegan, former State 
Superintendent of Education of Pennsylvania 
and former Deputy Commissioner of Educa- 
tion in New York State; Elliot H. Goodwin, 
resident vice president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States; Ernest Greenwood, 
vice president of the board of education of the 
District of Columbia; Professor George D. 
Strayer of Columbia University; John H. 
Beveridge, superintendent of schools at Omaha. 
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Teachers May Obtain 
Material for Safety Lessons 


A comprehensive assortment of information 
and material for safety instruction is procurable 
from the education section of the National 
Safety Council, 120 West 42d street, New York 
City. The material includes the following: 
An Introduction to Safety Education, a manual 
for teachers; a series of leaflets; the magazine 
Safety Education; posters and a calendar. 
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Summer Course at Oxford 
Is Open to Teachers 


A summer vacation course to be held in Ox- 
ford for American women teachers and gradu- 
10 to July 28, 1926, has been 
organized the women’s colleges of 
Oxford and the of Oxford Home- 
Students. The special subjects under discus- 
sion will be English literature and English his- 
of 

Every student 


ates from July 
by four 


Society 


tory, particularly of the age Shakespeare 
and of the nineteenth century. 
will have an opportunity of attending lectures 
in both English and history, but those more in- 
terested in one or the other will be able to attend 
more lectures in the of their 
Lectures on the history of the English lan- 


subject choice 
guage can also be arranged if applicants ex- 
The lectures will be 
delivered by well-known professors, lecturers 
and tutors of the University of Oxford and by 
other eminent men and women. 

The fee of $125 will include full board and 


press a desire for these. 


residence, lectures and classes, excursions and 
plays. The number of students will be limited 
and application should be made before March 
1, 1926, to the secretary of the committee on 
international relations of the American Asso- 
ciation of University Women, 2 West 45th 
street, New York City, to whom also all in- 
quiries regarding special traveling facilities and 
steamship transport should be addressed. Each 
application must be accompanied by an official 
statement that student is a 
graduate of an approved American college or 
university, or that she is a teacher on the staff 


the prospective 


of an American public high school. 
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Index Makes Available 
State Historical Material 


For the purpose making the 
valuable historical data contained in the pro- 
ceedings of the New York State Historical As- 
sociation, an index to this material has been 
compiled by Mary Ellis, indexer of the State 
Department of Education. This index appears 
as the October 1925 number of the Quarterly 


of available 


Journal of the association. 


a 


The Forestport Union School was burned on 
February 4th with damage estimated at $10,000. 
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Physical Ability Test 
Will Be Continued 


The committee in charge of the physical 
ability test for the State Department of Edu- 
cation at a meeting on February 5th considered 
the question of revising the present plan which 
has been in operation for 6 seasons. It was 
decided that for this year the test should be 
continued exactly as conducted last year but 
that a complete revision of the plan should be 
made for the school year beginning next Sep- 
tember. The individual honor emblems will 
be awarded on the same basis as they have been 
given for the past 3 or 4 years. After this 
season the committee recommended the adop- 
tion of an entirely new form of award. 


Members of the committee are Carl Burk- 
hardt, Buffalo; Elmer Smith, Rochester; 
Everett Grout, Schenectady; Laurence S. Hill, 
Albany; Frank McGovern, White Plains; 
Ernest Craumer, Corning; Dr Henry Mace, 
E. A. Bauer, Daniel Chase of the State De- 
partment of Education; Mary Devlin, Sara- 
toga Springs; Anne Fern, Scotia; Eunice 
Badger, Potsdam. 

Suggestions from superintendents, principals 
and physical directors will be welcomed by this 
meeting will be held on 


committee. Its next 


June 18th. 
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Book of Goodwill 
Is Interesting Compilation 

Through the Gateway, the first of a series 
of books of goodwill planned by the National 
Council for Prevention of War, 
teenth street, N. W., Washington, D. C., has 
This first volume is 
stories, 


532 Seven- 


recently been published. 
an interesting compilation of 
pageants, projects, games, songs and other pro- 
grams to be read by the children themselves or 
to be read to them by parents and teachers. 

Dr Augustus O. Thomas, Commissioner of 
Education for Maine and president of the 
World Federation of Education 
says of it: 

This book of goodwill is a fine contribution 
to the general cause of world understanding. 
The materials are well selected and highly sug- 
gestive. A resourceful teacher can make abun- 
dant use of it. 

The price of the book is 50 cents. 


poems, 


Associations, 
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Calendar of Educational Meetings 


Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Washington, February 21st-25th 

Eastern Arts Association, Syracuse, 
21st-24th 

Teachers’ 
Rochester, February 19th 


April 


conferences : Monroe __ county, 


Notes from the Field 


A campaign for the endowment fund of 
Clarkson College of Technology resulted in con- 
tributions of $350,000. 


An appropriation of $200,000 for a 
school building has been authorized by voters 


new 


of Lake George. 


Fire on February 3d destroyed the frame 


school building at Bayport. 
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Assemblyman F. Trubee Davison gave the 
principal address at the dedication of the new 


school at Syosset on January 15th. 


After 30 years of service in the New York 
City schools, Charles S. Hartwell has resigned 
as head of the English department of the 
Eastern District High School, Brooklyn. 
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